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United Way accepts applications for 2011 funding  
¶ Deadline is 2 p.m. May 21  

           Applications flooding into the office of the United Way of St. Francois County as 
non -profit agencies seek funding in 2011. The grant application is available to be 

downloaded from the United Way web site at www.unitedwayofsfc.org . or by con-
tacting Donna Hickman, Executive Director of the United Way of St. Francois 

County, at 573 -760 -8929 or donna@unitedwayofsfc.org . Applications must be re-
turned by 2 p.m. May 21 to the office of the United Way of St. Francois County, 739 

E. Karsch Blvd., Farmington, Mo., 63640.  

     To be eligible for a grant, agencies must be a not - for -profit corporation, have 

IRS and State of Missouri income tax exempt status, offer human service programs, 
and provide services based on documented need. The agency must be non -

discriminatory as to age, race, sex, religion, and national origin and must also have 
sound financial and program management, be represented by an active board of di-

rectors and  provide timely financial and program information.  

     After the application deadline, each agency will be asked to send a representa-

tive to make a 5 -minute presentation to the United Way Board. Grants will be 

awarded for one year. Those agencies selected will be notified by mail. Checks will 

be presented in early 2011. The United Way awarded more than $137,000 to 25 

agencies in St. Francois County in February. The Board of Directors of the United 

Way of St. Francois County has set a goal of $150,000 to raise in 2010 and award in 

grants to local agencies meeting basic human needs in 2011.  

Spring Fling fills needs for Dental Clinic, PRC  

¶ Raises $2,339 for United Way of St. Francois County  

  More than 100 women came to Twin Oaks Vine-

yard and Winery on April 29 for a good time, good food and 
three good causes. Jackie Berry, board member and past 

president of the United Way of St. Francois County, hosted 
her fourth Girlsô Night Out and second Spring Fling.  

ñThis was our biggest one ever and I just want to thank 
everyone who participated!ò said Berry.  

Guests not only donated at least $20 each to the United Way, they also brought 
donations of dental supplies for the Childrenôs Dental Health Clinic and/or diapers 

for the Parkland Pregnancy Resource Center. Both agencies are supported by the 
United Way.  MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 5!  

 

Jackie Berry, center, welcomes 

Andrea Huff, left, and  Sarah 

Thurman to Girlsô Night Out. 

http://www.unitedwayofsfc.org
mailto:donna@unitedwayofsfc.org
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    FARMINGTON MAN DONATES FIRE TRUCK 
TO UNITED WAY 

      When 75-year-old Gene Thompson of Farmington was a little boy, 
he saw an image that never really left his mind. 
     ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪƛŘΣ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀ ƛƴ {ǘŜŜƭǾƛƭƭŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ 
ƘƻǳǎŜΣέ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ άLǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мфпл 
and 1945 when I saw a Laurel and Hardy movie there that had a tiller 
fire truck in it. I was just fascinated with how the guy on the back of 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ ǎǿǳƴƎ ƻǳǘΦέ 
     άCŀǎǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ǘƻ нллу ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ŜƴƛƻǊ 
Center. It was there Thompson sat at a table and, for two months, 
between sips of coffee and conversation, drew up the plans for a 
miniature 1915 tiller fire truck of his own.  It became a truck with a 
purpose ς to raise money for the United Way of St. Francois County 
and to honor his friend, United Way Board member Mike Gladbach. 
     άaƛƪŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ IŜΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΦ άL ǿŀǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǊǳŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦέ 
     Thompson had donated a doll house to the organization a few 
years before and it raised $900 in a giveaway for United Way. He 
hopes the truck will do even better. 
     άL Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǊŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻƳŜπ
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǊ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
DƭŀŘōŀŎƘΦ άLǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ 

DŜƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ²ŀȅΦέ 
     A form to make a donation of at least $1 to win the fire truck is included in this publication. Additional 
forms are available from the United Way office at 739 E. Karsch Blvd. in Farmington or by calling 573-760-
8929. Entries will be accepted until July 3 and the winner of the fire truck will be announced on July 4.  
     The finished truck is 54 ¾ inches from the bumper to the back tiller seat. It features a ladder that 
reaches 70 inches from the bottom of the wheels of the top. He made the ladder first. It took him two 
months and he made it in three stages. Strings on a pulley raise the ladder high. He built the truck around 
the ladder. 
      ά¢ƘŜ ōŜƭƭ ƻƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ǎǘƻǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ΨƎƻƴƎΦΩέ wƻō ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 
ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ άмфмр ¢ƛƭƭŜǊ ¢ǊǳŎƪ ōȅ DŜƴŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΦέ 
      As a tiller truck, Thompson explains that means it is guided from the back of the trailer as well as by a 
steering wheel at the front. The truck is also known as a hook-and-ƭŀŘŘŜǊ ǘǊǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳǎŜŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
in large cities where firefighters need tall ladders to get as high as they can on skyscrapers. 
     ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻǇƭŀǊ ǿƻƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǇƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘ ƻŀƪΦ LǘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǳǊ 
coats of polyurethane. It took him 10 months to build in his garage ς from Oct. 20. 2008 until July 20, 2009. 
     In August of 2009, he entered the truck in the Art is Ageless competition at Presbyterian Manor and it 
ǿƻƴ ά.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ {ƘƻǿΦέ 

        Continued on page 3 
 

photo by Donna Kepto Photography 

The United Way of St. Francois 

County will benefit from money 

raised through the giveaway of this 

replica of a 1915 tiller fire truck made 

by Gene Thompson of Farmington. 
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FIRE TRUCK, continued from page 2 
     Thompson has been doing woodworking for 19 years. 
     άaǊΦ wŀȅ ²ƛƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƳŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ фм ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣέ 
he said. 
     Thompson admits his interest started even sooner when he 
made a B-52 bomber in 7th grade during World War II. 
     IŜΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƻŘǿƻǊƪπ
ers could make their own little piece of history. To get the plans, 
call him at 573-756-3264. 
     IŜΩǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƭƭŜǊ ǘǊǳŎƪ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ 
take care of it. 
      άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǘƻȅ ŀ ƪƛŘ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘΣέ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ 
ά.ǳǘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƎŜǘǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΦέ 
 
 
Photo by Donna Kepto Photography 

          

 Name:______________________________________ 

 

      

 Phone: ___________________________________ 

      
  

 Address:__________________________________ 

      

 _________________________________________ 

      
  

            Amount of donation: _________________________ 

FIRE TRUCK 
GIVEAWAY  

      Of St. Francois County 

For every $1 you give, fill out a ticket to be  
entered in a drawing July 4, 2010 for a 
replica of a 1915 Tiller Truck made by 
Gene Thompson. 

 

Clip and mail with your donation 
made out to the United Way of St. 
Francois County,  739 E. Karsch Blvd.,                              
Farmington, MO  63640.  

United Way on the radio, May 5, KFMO, 8:30 a.m.; May 7, KREI, 9:30 
a.m. (Times are estimates!)  

United Way in the newspaper, www.dailyjournalonline.com/ 
click on MARKETPLACE/ SPECIAL SECTIONS to read the 
Tab that ran in the paper on April 10.  


