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  Ringing in a record  
   The United Way of St. Francois County is celebrating and thanking every           
person who rang a bell on the organizationôs behalf during the Christmas giving 
season. Donations to the bell-ringing campaign were up 30 percent and set an 
all-time record! 
   ñThanks to the generous people of St. Francois County, the United Way 
brought in $34,465.92 during 28 days of bell -ringing,ò said Donna Hickman, 
United Way Executive Director. ñWe are thrilled!ò 

   Last yearôs campaign brought in $26,399.67. Board member Mike                 
Gladbach said:  ñThe results are fantastic! In the roughest economy we have 
seen in our history, and the highest unemployment rate we have seen,  our community opened its heart 
to the United Way.ò 

   The campaign began on the day after Thanksgiving and continued through 5 p.m. on Christmas Eve.                                                                                                                                  

  ñOne bell-ringer told me a woman passed by, only to stop, open her wallet and come back to give,ò 
said Hickman. ñShe told the bell-ringer that 2009 had been a tough year for her, but she knew it was 
tougher for others and she wanted to give what she could to help.ò 

   United Way Board President Mary Lee Faircloth thanked Park Hills for supporting the bell-ringing                 
campaign for the first time this year.  

   ñWe rang on weekends at Country Mart and raised almost $2,000 to add to the total,ò said Faircloth. 
ñIôd like to see us expand the program in Park Hills next year with perhaps more hours of ringing.ò 

   More than 800 volunteers manned the wishing wells at Country Mart and in Farmington at Wal -Mart 
and JC Penney. In addition, employees at USA Drug and members of the New Beginnings Grief and Loss             
Support Group collected donations on two Mondays in December.  

   ñOne mom who took her two toddlers to ring with her told about a woman who gave coins to the 
ringerôs daughter to put in the Wishing Well and the little girl enjoyed it so much, the woman gave her 
more,ò said Hickman. ñWhen the child had put them all in the well, she put her hand out for more! And 
they all laughed. The mom thanked me for allowing her family to make a memory!ò 

   The United Way pledged $135,000 to 25 agencies in St. Francois County in 
2010 to help people in need. Hickman said the organization is close to reach-
ing its goal and hopes to award grants on Feb. 9.  

    The wishing wells are just one part of the fundraising that goes on all year 
and includes the Dine Out For United Way campaign, Girlsô Nights Out and 
corporate giving and payroll deduction. Donations to the United Way may still 
be made by sending a check made out to the United Way of St. Francois 
County to 739 E. Karsch Blvd., Farmington, MO  63640, or by donating online 
through credit card or Pay Pal at www.unitedwayofsfc.org . Every donation is 
tax deductible.  

 Upper right: John Jackson is one of the last ringers on Christmas Eve. Above left, we did not 
get her name, but this little girl gave with a smile as she counted out each cent of her dona-
tion.  

 

http://www.unitedwayofsfc.org
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GIVING IS JUST A CLICK AWAY!  
If you want to give to the United Way of St. Francois County, itôs as simple as a click. 

Just go to our Web site at www.unitedwayofsfc.org and look for the DONATE button. 

Your donation of any amount can be made through your existing Pay Pal Account, or by 

using your Credit Card. Itôs easy, secure and a great way to give from the comfort of your 

home or office. Just $5 can  pay for the dental supplies for a childôs visit to the St. Fran-

cois County Dental Health Clinic. Just $5 can help buy school supplies for a child in need. Give what you 

can, whenever you can! United Way begins with U! 

Kiwanis Donates to United Way 
Sheila Allen, third from left, presents a 
check to UW Board President Mary 
Lee Faircloth on behalf of the Farm-
ington Kiwanis Club. Board members 
Mark Hedrick, left, and Mark Toti, 
right, express their appreciation for the 
generous donation.  

Who calls United Way? While the United Way does not give money to 

individuals directly, the organization does try to help every individual who con-
tacts the agency. òEvery week, I explain to folks in need how to sign up for one 
of our local food pantries or how to contact another agency that might be able 
to meet their need,ó said United Way Executive Director Donna Hickman. 
òSometimes people just need someone with whom they can talk through their 
situation.ó She said she referred many parents to Season of Hope and Shop With 
a Cop during the Christmas season. She refers many callers to East Missouri Ac-
tion Agency for help with utilities. Calls come from Bismarck, Bonne Terre, 

Farmington and Park Hills, as well as from Madison, Jefferson and Iron counties. When the call is 
from someone who does not live in St. Francois County, Hickman often refers the caller to 2-1-1, the 
toll free line operated through United Way of St. Louis and the Missouri Foundation for Health. 
òFrom anywhere in the state, a caller can dial 2-1-1 free of charge and find a person who just needs to 
know their zip code and the kind of help they need,ó she explained. òIf there is an agency or a state 
program to help, 211 can tell them about it. Many of the calls deal with needs that are often impossi-
ble to help such as car payment or repair. Hickman said St. Francois County has a variety of non-
profit agencies that do great work and the United Way can help connect them to the agency they 
need. 

Thanks for your support; Callers prove help is needed 
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Here are just a few of the faces we caught at the kettle 

Linda  Hill, US Bank, rang on a 
cold day in December. 

Above, ringing on behalf of St. 
Vincent de Paul at Immaculate Con-
ception Church are Tammy and 
Gary Boyer. Their food pantry is 
among United Way funded agencies. 
At right , in one of her last public 
appearances as Executive Director of 
the Farmington Chamber of Com-
merce, Ursula Kthiri gets a donation 
�D�V�� �V�K�H�� �U�L�Q�J�V���� �<�R�X�·�O�O�� �I�L�Q�G�� �K�H�U�� �Q�R�Z�� �D�W��
Parkland Health Center as                    
Execu t i ve  D i rec to r  o f  i ts                   
Foundation. 

At right, Pack 483 is repre-
sented at the Wishing Well by 
Carter Klusmeyer, Chris Klus-
meyer, Jacob Gaines, Jim 
Gaines and Sam Trokey. 

Above, Chelsea Jones rings for Central High 
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Country Mart in Park Hills.  Below, Alma Black 
and her daughter Kiana Henderson ring for 
Southbrook. 

Above, ACCENT Marketing employees rang for hours at JC Penney. 
Taking their turn are, from left,  Kory Pemberton and her son Michael 
Hand, and Season Counts. 

We wish we had a photo of every ringer! Thanks to you 

all!  


