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Hear those bells?

It was a dark and joyful night when bells began ringing

N\
EARLIER THAN EVER this year for the United g \:
Way of St. Francois County! Because Walmart changed

its sale schedule, the bell schedule changed to a

starting time of 10 p.m. on Thanksgiving night. The parking lot was

' filled with the cars of anxious shoppers as Veteran Ringer and UW

JT Thomas works for Ameren and his Board Member Mark Hedrick carefully rolled each United Way Wishing
family rang on the opening Saturday at Well to its appointed spot. But there was one thing missing.

Penneys!
AWhere are the bell s ?mailth@W Execltigedirdctar an e
Donna Hickman. It was a message she never read, because alas, she had parked her car in the far country
of the Penneyb6s parking | ot and was trudging toward the \
carefully on each well and the ringing commenced! Mark at the food door, ringing and greeting each
shopper & Donna at the west door, singing her little heart out. Periodically, she was joined by shoppers
who sang their first carols of the season with her.

At midnight , Chris Engler t ook Do nn a évsile §\g 8aard Member

Dennis Smith and his wife Pattie took over at the food door . Froggy Radio
broadcast beginning at 2 a.m. and Farmington Firefighters rang in the wee
hours of the night. Meanwhi | e, Donna roll e
the store opened its doors for Black Friday at 3 a.m. She saw many of the

shoppers who had greeted her at Walmart now coming in the doors at

Penneyobs. Her 4 a. m. Denpi$ anc eShreeyh Rodinsow e ¢ e
Canyon Co nldndeMileréasd Keeley Williamson rang for an hour at
Wal mar t and t hen moved 0 P ¢ y 6s
when Judge Jim and Maudie Kelly arrived at 5
a.m. Big Lots in Leadington welcomed its first
ringer at 9 a.m. when UW Board Member Kerry
Glore and her nephew Jacob Peoples came to e
The kids in the Jackson family of r!ng, while EMAAGS Rob waB ahe dirst
Doe Run took turns donating at the ringer at  Country Mart and members of the
well at Big Lots where Leadington Bismarck Chamber g o't things goi
Mayor Troy Nickens was ringing on Market.
the first Saturday. ] )
Thanks to all the donors, inaugural ringers and
al |l those who come after! I'tés the mofert I ‘ i me
giving, receiving, and ringing to help the United Way fund the | Farmington High School Princi

pal Matt Ruble and his son JP

agencies that help our neighbors in St. Francois County! ring at Walmart.

Like Us on FACEBOOK to see more bell ringers!
If you want to ring, contact DONNA @98 or write to donna@unitedwayofsfc.org.



