
United Way of                  

St. Francois County  

739 E. Karsch Blvd.  

Farmington, MO  63640  

573 - 760 - 8929          

ñAmazing!ò said Mark Toti, president of the board 
of directors for the United Way as he heard about 
this yearôs total at the wishing wells.  
ñOutstanding!ò said Mark Hedrick, board member 
from Bismarck. ñWhat a wonderful community we 
live in.ò 

Yes!ò echoed Board member Dennis Smith, Farm-
ington. 

ñThis would seem to be a sign the economy is in-
deed improving,ò said Greg Camp, board member, 
Desloge.  

The total raised through 
the 29-day holiday wishing 
wel l  campaign was 
$37,909.50. Thatôs a 10 percent increase over last yearôs record-breaking 
amount of $34,465.92.  

ñThat money will go toward the $150,000 we have pledged to award to 28 
agencies in St. Francois County in 2011,ò explained Toti. 

Wishing wells were set up at two entrances daily at Walmart in Farmington 
and on weekends at Penneyôs, Big Lots in Leadington, Mikeôs Market in Bis-
marck and Country Mart in Park Hills.  

More than 1,000 volunteers took turns ringing at the wishing wells in the five 
locations in four cities. 

Many people associate bell-ringing with the Salvation Army and a portion of 
the money raised in St. Francois County goes to the Salvation Army which 
returns it to the area in providing help for families here.  

ñWe thank every donor who dropped any donation of any size into one of the wishing wells,ò said 
Toti. ñIt takes all of us giving what we can to bring help to our neighbors in need.ò 

He said 100 percent of every donation to the wishing wells goes to the agencies the United Way has 
pledged to fund. Donna Hickman, United Way executive director,  said while donations may show 
some people had more to give this year, there are also more people in need as unemployment has 
not dropped significantly in St. Francois County and the local food pantries report increases in the 
number of families theyôve served throughout the past year. Seven food pantries are among the 
agencies funded through United Way.  

Bell- ringing sets a new tone for caring at $37,909.50  
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Board member Kerry Glore, left,  and  Shirley Peoples are 

among the last ringers at Walmart as the United Way hits a 

record total at the wishing wells at 5 p.m. on Dec. 24, 2010.  

Santa joined members of the 

Sarratt family at the well on 

Dec. 23 .  
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Farmington Plant Manager Michele 

McBride, left, and co-workers Brandy             

Marler, Marie Matlock and Cheryl Rector 

present checks totaling $5,000 to United 

Way Board President Mark Toti. The 

money represents fundraising led by the                        

ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΩ DƻƭŘŜƴ wǳƭŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀ 

company match of $2,000. Many thanks to 

San Val for investing in the United Way of 

St. Francois County. Contact Donna                  

H i c k m a n  a t  7 6 0- 8 9 2 9  o r 

donna@unitedwayofsfc.org to find out 

more about how your company can sup-

port United Way.  

SAN VAL DONATES  

Hands of Christ Giveaway  

Twenty-eight agencies that meet a variety of needs in St. Francois County will 

receive grants from the United Way on Tuesday, Jan. 25. The ceremony will take 

place at the North College Center at Mineral Area College. A total of $150,000 in 

grants has been pledged by the United Way Board of Directors.  

GRANTS TO BE AWARDED ON JANUARY 25 AT MAC   
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Hands of Christ Ministries in Bismarck gave away food 

on Dec. 29, 2010. Among the volunteers handing out 

the produce, canned goods and other items were 

Mike Dane, director of the pantry, Anna May Hawkins, 

Michelle Mork, and Merilyn Miller. Ministries                 

President Steve Devine is in the background. During 

the special holiday season giveaway, the Ministry of-

fered free food to 231 families.  The agency is being 

funded in 2011 for the first time by the United Way. 


