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What 6s it |i ke to be poor in St
Poverty Simulation teaches valuable lessons

Community | eaders from eight businesses and organi za
in St. Francois County. On June 23, they took part in a Poverty Simulation sponsored by East Missouri Action
__ Agency and the United Way of St. Francois County.

AEach partici pantbelieves fanphaand weaive a
't hem various situations they hav
Baker, EMAA Community Services

mi nutes represents a new week ani
food on the table and a roof overl

Participants roamed the room to visit booths that represented
such things as the utility company where they had to pay their
bills, the Department of Family Services to apply for assistance
and even a pawn shop. Their #Akid

it = had to turn in their homework, provide money for field trips or
The line is long to find help when the bills are even overcome discipline problems that might send the whole
piling up during the Poverty Simulation family into an uproar.

sponsored by EMAA and the UW of SFC.

Participants represented United Way, First State Community
Bank, BJC Behavioral Heal t h, ACCENT Marketing, US F
Health Center and AO Employment.

At the end, Baker asked the participants what they learned from these
situations borrowed from real life.

AWho had time to think things th
emergency! o

AFrustration! o said Cindy Hicks, g.
places to go to see people for help and you had to explain your situation

over and over.o 3
AThere is so much stress of tryin \ g N/ i si
options, o0 said Kevin Cook, First Sdvetdn& ch&rOeésdntBvictibny |Ban
Baker explained how EMAA representatives are seeing an increase in fami during the poverty simulation.

lies in crisis.

ifWe are seeing families who have never before needed

jobs, 0 he said.

To host a poverty simulation, contact i \i\; - 5K FOR UN |TEDM‘¢hge 5l

Rob Baker at 573-431-0103.
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COUNTRY |DAYS In
Farmington

Junéd3

The United Way of St. Francois County could be seen, AND HEARD in the 2011 Country Days
Parade. Board Vice President Dennis Smith drove

his pickup truck which was decked out in United

Way style. Board President Paula Jackson and

Board Member Kerry Glore were on hand along

with volunteers from some of the agencies funded

by United Way and friends and family members

who support the organization. They marched and

pl ayed the Country Days
The Rangeo6 |l ed by United
Director Donna Hickman w
take part in this community event to celebrate this
community that does so m|

In addition, Hickman served as the Judge for
Country Days, (below |l eft) handing out the penal
(bel ow right) who wore no Country Days button.
Sheriff for the day.




