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Whatõs it like to be poor in St. Francois County? 

Poverty Simulation teaches valuable lessons  

Community leaders from eight businesses and organizations have a better idea what itôs like to live in poverty 

in St. Francois County. On June 23, they took part in a Poverty Simulation sponsored by East Missouri Action 

Agency and the United Way of St. Francois County.  

ñEach participant is part of a make-believe family and we give 

them various situations they have to overcome,ò explained Rob 

Baker, EMAA Community Services Representative. ñEvery 10             

minutes represents a new week and each familyôs goal is to keep 

food on the table and a roof over their heads for that month.ò 

Participants roamed the room to visit booths that represented 

such things as the utility company where they had to pay their 

bills, the Department of Family Services to apply for assistance 

and even a pawn shop. Their ñkidsò went to school where they 

had to turn in their homework, provide money for field trips or 

even  overcome discipline problems that might send the whole 

family into an uproar.  

Participants represented United Way, First State Community 

Bank, BJC Behavioral Health, ACCENT Marketing, US Rep. Jo Ann Emersonôs office, St. Francois County 

Health Center and AO Employment. 

At the end, Baker asked the participants what they learned from these 

situations borrowed from real life.  

ñWho had time to think things through?ò said one. ñEverything was an 

emergency!ò 

ñFrustration!ò said Cindy Hicks, ACCENT Marketing. ñYou had so many 

places to go to see people for help and you had to explain your situation 

over and over.ò 

ñThere is so much stress of trying to make a decision with so many bad 

options,ò said Kevin Cook, First State Community Bank in Bonne Terre. 

Baker explained how EMAA representatives are seeing an increase in fami-

lies in crisis.  

ñWe are seeing families who have never before needed help, but who are in poverty now because of loss of 

jobs,ò he said.  

To host a poverty simulation, contact  

 Rob Baker at  573-431-0103.  

Overturned chairs represent eviction 

during the poverty simulation.  

The line is long to find help when the bills are 

piling up during the Poverty Simulation                

sponsored by EMAA and the UW of SFC.  



The United Way of St. Francois County could be seen, AND HEARD in the 2011 Country Days 

Parade. Board Vice President Dennis Smith drove                                                                                              

his pickup truck which was decked out in United                                                                              

Way style. Board President Paula Jackson and                                                                                            

Board Member Kerry Glore were on hand along                                                                                                                                           

with volunteers from some of the agencies funded                                                                                               

by United Way and friends and family members                                                                                                

who support the organization. They marched and                                                                                                       

played the Country Days theme song: òHome On                                                                                                       

The Rangeó led by United Way Executive                                                                                                         

Director Donna Hickman who said, òItõs great to                                                                                              

take part in this community event to celebrate this                                                                                              

community that does so much for United Way!ó 

In addition, Hickman served as the Judge for 

Country Days, (below left) handing out the penalties to  violators  like YFCõs Marcus Archer 

(below right) who wore no Country Days  button. First State Bankõs Scott Williams was the 

Sheriff for the day.                                                                                                                                           
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